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Next Dinner: 1st Friday of the month, details by text and at www.corvettesofcanberra.org.au
Next Cruise: Club Christmas Cruise and Lunch, Sunday, 8 December 2019. Meet at
The Eagle, Russell, at 9.30am for 10am departure- check your text messages!

CLUB VETTES AT MARQUES IN THE PARK, November 2019
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Dear Members,
Well another year has raced by. By the time you get this newsletter we should
have a new committee. I like to thank all the committee members for their help
over the last twelve months as you known without people we do not have a club.
We have enjoyed good Sunday runs and car
shows - and as a bonus we have had members
winning trophies.
If you have been reading our newsletters, you
would have noticed that the next convention is
2020 at Adelaide, and if you are going you will
need to check out the motel and book now.
It would be nice to have other club members
going - It will be a good drive and great fun
to catch-up other enthusiasts who enjoy driving corvettes. Contact me as I will be
going.
Planning is also underway for the 2021 Corvette Nationals at Easter in Canberra!
We have booked our Saturday night dinner venue and the location for the show
and shine. But there is still a lot to do to make a success of our 2021 Convention.
I would also like to welcome our new members and it’s great to see many at our
Club monthly dinners and cruises.
Remember the Club Christmas Cruise and Lunch at Bungendore on Sunday, 8
December!
Best wishes for the holiday season. Regards, Terry
Important – Newsletter
This is the last Newsletter to be mailed out to members. Please text Peter Bond
0424 122 213 if you would like to receive the Newsletter by mail.

ORDER YOUR CLUB SHIRT NOW!
from
Lyn McKenzie at Canberra Workwear, tel 6253
0069
- Add your Vette model on the sleeve!

32nd CORVETTE NATIONALS
AN ENCOUNTER YOU WONT WANT TO MISS! BE QUICK
AS PLACES AND ACCOMMODATION LIMITED!
Encounter Bay, Victor Harbor,
Fleurieu Peninsula, South Australia
Friday – Monday, 10 – 13 April 2020
Details, video and registration at
https://2020nationals.corvetteclubofsouthaustralia.com.au/

FRIDAY
Check in at “McCracken Country Club”
Registration from 1pm to 5pm in the Convention Centre Foyer
Receive goodies bag, info pack
Clean the Vette & catch up with old friends
Welcome BBQ 7pm (Club Shirts) —make new friends—cash bar
SATURDAY
Breakfast in hotel from 7am
Show ’n’ Shine
A short cruise to Warland Reserve, Victor Harbor where cars will be on display until 3pm
Wander around the scenic Square and over to Granite Island
Alternatively hop on the “Cockle Train” and enjoy the beautiful South Australian coast line
Lunch at your leisure
Late afternoon is free time
Mad Hatters Dinner (wear your favourite Hat/Headwear), neat casual dress. Drinks—cash
bar
SUNDAY
Breakfast in hotel from 7ams at ……...am
Drive through the scenic Adelaide Hills with its autumn colours and along winding roads
before picking up speed on the straights and then travelling west to the beautiful Fleurieu
peninsula, through picturesque country towns. Enjoy country-style morning tea and lunch
before heading back to McCracken to get dolled up for the Gala Presentation.
Gala Dinner at the McCracken Convention Centre—cash bar
MONDAY
Farewells

MARQUES IN THE PARK, Belconnen, 17 November 2019
Perfect Summer morning for a Vette display and to checkout the hundreds of other interesting
Canberra and region cars.

Hear Darren’s refreshed ’69 Warmin’ Up
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UabAnbYiGic

MICHELAGO CRUISE, 3 November 2019
New Members, Kevin & Lynn with their ’77 - and Darren’s mean lookin’ 69 on the road again!
I wonder if
the ’69 needs
a blower?

Short cruise so more time for a tasty brunch!

PETER BOND’S LHD CORVETTE C6 ROADSTER – FRESH FROM CALIFORNIA

With space for his favourite handbag!

AMERICAN CAR NATIONALS, Queanbeyan, 22 September 2019
Congratulations to Mark Grey for Best Corvette at the Nationals with his sharp C1 – Well deserved!

Which Driving School is this?

NSW CORVETTE CLUB ANNUAL SHOW & SHINE, Cecil Hills, NSW, 18 August 2019
- Canberra Club Vettes went North and came home Winners!
It’s going to be tuff to beat
those sharp NSW
Vettes…….

Congratulations!
To Spud for Best C3!
And to Terry
for bringing home
the trophy for
Best C6
and
Best Vette in Show!

BRIGHT’S ICONIC ROD RUN, Victoria, November 2019
Spud and Linda recommend this weekend. It included a Show n Shine, Street Cruise,
Power Run - and Spud brought back prizes from two Poker Run wins!

Remember to send photos from
the car events you attend to share with
Club Members in the Newsletter

CLUB WHITE VETTES READY TO CRUISE, June 2019

.....BEFORE THE COLOUR BRIGADE ARRIVED…..

CLASSIC CARS MAGAZINE, Dec 2018 – Road Test Comparison
The Accelerators – The best 5-second heroes for £12,000 – £200,000 ($22,000 - $370,000)
Comparative road test of Corvette C4 ZR-1, Aston Martin V8 Zagato, Porsche 964 Turbo 3.6, TVR
420 SEAC and Renault 5 Turbo 2 ‘Factory 185”
British car magazines are usually rather critical of US performance cars – except for their
horsepower. I was expecting more of this when they tested the C4 ZR1 against five of their
favourite and most expensive sports cars but - read on…..
Chevrolet’s Corvette was banned from production-class SCCA club-racing in 1987 for its unbeatable
dominance. Behind the scenes, parent company General Motors had swiped Lotus from beneath
buyer Toyota’s nose following its 1986 stock-market flotation. A Corvette GTO won its class at the
1988 Sebring 12 Hours, and in October a GTO-inspired road car was unveiled to the press – the
Chevrolet Corvette ZR-1.
Lotus’ Tony Rudd had actually been working on the ZR-1 since 1986. The antiquated pushrods of the
5.7 litre small-block V8 went in favour of Formula One-derived quad-overhead camshafts. Lotus
recalibrated the springing and damping rates. A six-speed manual was the only gearbox available.
Seen ‘in the glassfibre’ the Corvette ZR-1 has remarkable, unanticipated presence. The widened
bodywork, flaring out to contain massive 315/35 ZR17 tyres at the rear, and the way the smoked
lenses of the revised flush-glazed clusters seem to blend seamlessly into

0 – 100kph in 4.2 secs makes it faster than an Aston Martin that was
four times its price when new - and ten times its price now!
this one’s black bodywork give it the look of a space-framed, one-piece silhouette-bodied racer.
Today, it’s the only thing that can really complicate ZR-1 ownership – while it’s just as reliable as the
mass produced C4 and shares much of its componentry, ZR-1 body panels aren’t available off the
shelf like most C4 bits, so any damaged ones ideally need repairing rather than replacing.
Open the door and you lower yourself into a high-sill cockpit that’s part racing tub, part F-14 Tomcat.
Turn the ignition key and the dashboard flashes into bright, digital life like an Eighties arcade game,
although the engine just gives off a subdued purr.

Get it underway and, remarkable, it feels quite compact. The view down the bonnet is more
curvaceous and Stingray-like than it appears from the outside, and the sharp peaks of the wings make
it easy to place on twisty roads. It handles them well too – the power steering is very light and lacking
in fine feedback, but it’s immediate and intuitive in its responses as a Lotus.
For a 385bhp V8 and LT5 is remarkable docile and quite at low speeds. Accelerate hard though, and
it’s a different story. The quad-cam engine gives off a fiery scream – high pitched, not brittle like an
Italian V12, but not the traditional loose and bass bellow of a typical American V8. The road and the
yellow digits flashing up in the middle of the instrument cluster become a frenzied blur. Get it on a
motorway and 100mph is absurdly, effortlessly easy. So’s 150. Then my right hand rests on the
chunky gearlever and I realise I’m only in the fourth of its six intergalactically long ratios. It doesn’t
run out of heave until 186mph, having cleared the 0-60 dash in 4.2 seconds. That makes it faster than
an Aston that was four times its price when new and ten times its price now. When you think about
its racing pedigree, this performance surely warrants comparison with the likes of the Porsche 959
and Ferrari 288 GTO.
And yet you can buy a mint Corvette ZR-1 for less than 20,000 Pounds Sterling provided you can
find one. Buying privately in the UK or Europe is your best bet – they’re highly-prized in the US and
shipping duty makes them poorer value than finding an original import, and dealers will charge
20,000 Pounds Sterling or more for mint low-mileage examples.
You’re not getting a sophisticated engine carried by a chassis than can’t quite cope – the front-mid
configuration gives it the balance of a Lotus Excel, with body control and powerful braking to
match. Only the hollow-feeling plastic dashboard finish undermines it. But this car is all about IMSA
GTO-style performance and handling for the road, and it’s also capable of taking on some of the
best European supercars of its era.

CONCLUSION There is one car here which doesn’t just succeed, but excels on every level – the ZR-1.
Perhaps if it wore a Lotus badge on its nose, people would have paid it more attention outside of its
homeland. But the raw facts remain – the cheapest car here is also the fastest, best-handling and
most reliable. Added to that, it is as impervious to the rigours of regular use as a Volvo estate, has
motor sport pedigree as formidable as any Porsche, outlandish styling inside and out, and
performance on a par with a Ferrari 288 GTO.
-

Go out and buy one now before anyone notices!

CORVETTE CARS and PARTS FOR SALE

ZR1 CORVETTE WHEELS NEW IN BOX.
Perfect for 84-87 C4 Contact: Cairo 0401 710 011
Cost $5500, sell $4500. Brand new, still in bubble wrap. For sale because package arrived from USA
after car sold.
Complete quality Wheel and Tyres - Brand New In Box. These Triple Chrome Plated reproductions are
an exact replica of the original GM wheel that came on the 1994-1995 C4 Corvette ZR1 & the 1996
Collector & Grand Sport edition cars.
Directly bolt on with no adapters needed. Comes with all chrome hardware, incl centre caps, lug nuts
and lock kit. Complete wheel packages includes:
Quality Triple chromed, 11 rears!

17x9.5Front +38/(2)
17x11 Rear +36 (1984-1987 C4)

Sumitomo HTR Z Ultra High Performance 275/40-17 and 315/35-17

FUEL RAIL COVERS FROM LS3 ENGINE, $150
Standard covers from C6 Corvette, also fits LS2 motor.
As new
Please call Joe, 0404 289 167

C4 CARPET KIT. Brand new and still in box. Teal colour. $295 ono.
C4 ‘84 to ‘89 dash centre facia $100; and
C4 ‘84 to ‘89 brand new console top to suit auto trans $100.
Please call Steve on 0417 235 183

FOR SALE: C3 VETTE PARTS FROM 1971 ROADSTER RESTORATION
The original parts include brake callipers, discs, vacuum booster, original master cylinder,
power steering arms and rams, steering box, and many AC parts as well. Also the coil springs,
A-arms, rear control arms, and other suspension bits. In fact the frame itself is available as I
bought a new one! All of these were in good working order when I started the whole process
a couple of years ago. Please contact Phil on 0438 005 413

FOR SALE: 1984 RED C4 COUPE & PARTS and 2010 STATESMAN CAPRICE
2 X New front wheel hubs 84 – 90 (31607 A12-05-02)
2 X New rear wheel hubs 84 – 96
(31608 A50-01-02 513013E)
2 X New rear wheel bearing inner seals 84 – 85
(46966)
2 X Red Tail lights
1 X New complete suspension bush set Prothane 84-96
(7-2013-BL)
1 X New right hand side main door weather seal 84 – 89
(A2927R)
1 X New left hand side main door weather seal 84 – 89
(A2927L)
1 X Roof Panel Squeak, Anti-Rattle eliminator set 84 – 96
(38169)
1 X Original radio cassette player from a 1984 not sure if it works but has all the buttons.
I’m open to offers for the above items. Please contact Gary Bain on 0418 656 758

